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The Abingdon on Thames Chamber 
of Commerce members have 
been working hard since their last 
Extravaganza in November 2015 to 
make the Extravaganza 2016 day 
happen and to kick off the festive 
season in great style! We want this to 
be a day that is a success for all who 
take part, the charities with their stalls, 
the entertainers, the local businesses 
and, most of all, those of you who come 
along on the day to be entertained, 
shop and have an enjoyable time. 

The Chamber of Commerce 
Extravaganza sub-committee are 
all members who work to make this 
event happen while also working hard 
mainly in their own small independent 
companies.

Whilst you enjoy the entertainment 
through the day, please do take the 
time to walk around our wonderful 
town, visit some shops you would not 
normally visit, enjoy a coffee in one of 
our unique coffee shops and then, in 
the evening as we are packing away, 

why not visit one of our great pubs or 
restaurants? Our local businesses are 
here all year round, so take a look at 
what is available right on your doorstep 
and please support your town centre.

A big thank you to our sponsors as 
without their support, the Extravaganza 
would not be possible - Mays 
Properties, The Crown & Thistle, Smeg,  
Wenn Townsend, Finders Keepers, 
Anytime Fitness, Utopia, Phoenix 
Property Oxfordshire Ltd, Added 
Ingredients.

Particular thanks also to the 
Extravaganza sub-committee and in 
particular our member Paul Townsend 
without whom this event would not 
happen.

Jill Carver
Secretary 
Abingdon on Thames 
Chamber of Commerce
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The Friends of Abingdon
 
The Friends of Abingdon was established in 1944, primarily to save and restore 
the then derelict Abbey Buildings.  Today, the Unicorn Theatre provides a very 
popular venue, used all year round by numerous local groups for plays, concerts 
and talks. The Long Gallery and other rooms can be hired for weddings, parties 
and other social events.  The Buildings are also open to the public during the 
summer months.

As Abingdon’s Civic Society, the Friends regularly discuss developments in the 
town, monitor planning applications and proposals for change, and promote 
new ideas for Abingdon’s future.  We are completely non-political: our aim is to 
work with other groups in the town to pursue common interests, looking always 
for a co-ordinated approach which takes account of the views and suggestions 
of all.

Each September, we jointly organise the successful Heritage Open Days and 
we promote the fascinating history of our town through talks, visits for local 
schools and joint projects with other community groups.   

We also run the Community FreeSpace in the town centre, where local 
community groups can promote their own activities. Groups using it this autumn 
include:

 • Abingdon CarbonCutters - with apple pressing and much much more 
 • Oxon Bucks Woodcarvers – wonderful woodcarvings 
  •  ABCD Film Society – promoting their autumn/winter season of films 
  •  Abingdon Flower Club – flower displays with a Halloween theme! 
 • Didcot and District Woodturners – demonstrating their skills 
 • - and of course the Extravaganza team

We welcome new members to help us with our activities. 
To find out more about the Friends or about using FreeSpace, see our website 

www.friendsofabingdon.org.uk  
or contact our Manager-Curator on 01235 525339.
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QUAKER MEETING – 

Sunday 18 December 10.15 am  All Age worship. 
At the Health and Well Being Centre, Audlett Drive 

ALL SAINTS METHODIST CHURCH, APPLEFORD DRIVE

Sunday 18th December  18.00 Carol Service

Sunday 25th December 10.00 Service

ABINGDON VINEYARD CHURCH 

Sunday 11th December Christmas Café with craft activities

Sunday 18th December  Family Christmas Celebration with nativity

Sunday 25th December Christmas Day Celebration

 All start at 10.30am at Preston Road Community Centre, 
Midget Close, Abingdon. OX14 5NR

CHRIST CHURCH NORTHCOURT ROAD

Sunday 11th December 9:30am Carol Service - led by our children 
11:15am  Carol Service - led by our young people

Sunday 18th December 4.00pm & 7.00pm Carol Services  
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies

Christmas Eve 3.00pm & 4.30pm Christingle Service  
11.00pm Midnight Communion 

Christmas Day   8.00am Traditional BCP Communion 
10.00am Christmas Family Worship 

CHRIST CHURCH LONG FURLONG

Sunday 18th December   Christmas Celebration for All Ages 
10am at Long Furlong School

Christmas Eve 4.00pm Christingle Service at the Community Centre

Christmas Day 10.00am Family Service at the Community Centre

ST MICHAEL

Christmas Eve 3pm Crib service 
6pm Christmas Lessons and Carols 
11.30pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day  10am Sung Mass with provision for children

ST NICOLAS

Sunday 18th December 6pm Carol Service

Christmas Eve 4pm Crib Service 
11.30pm Holy Communion

Christmas Day 10am Holy Communion

ST HELEN

Friday 23rd December 7.30pm Carol Service

Christmas Eve  4.30pm Christingle 
11.30pm First Eucharist of Christmas

Christmas Day  10.30am Family Service with Eucharist

ST EDMUND

Carol Service:  date to be confirmed

Christmas Eve -  6.00pm  First Mass of Christmas 
8.30pm for 9.00pm Christmas Vigil with Carols .

CHRISTMAS DAY –   Masses at 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.30am 
Please Note …No Evening Mass

Monday 26thDecember 10.00am Feast of St. Stephen Mass  

Sunday 1st January –  Mary Mother of God  Masses at  
8.45am, 10.15am, & 6.30pm 

ABINGDON COMMUNITY CHURCH

Sunday 18 December 4pm CAROLS IN THE HALL 
Community carol singing with refreshments

CHRISTMAS DAY 11.00 FAMILY CELEBRATION – Short service for all ages

Sunday  1 January  10.30am NEW YEAR FAMILY SERVICE - 
Fun for all ages to kick off the New Year

All at Thameside School, Cotman Close, Abingdon, OX14 5NL

ABINGDON BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday 18th December 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight

Saturday 24th December 11.30pm Christmas Communion

Sunday 25th December 10.00am Christmas Day Family worship

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2016
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Fitness cLUB
New 24 hour nOW 

OPen

Join one.
Join all.

Always
open

Affordable
membership

Classes

Anytime Fitness Abingdon,
Stratton Court, 1 Kimber Road,
Abingdon, OX14 1SG (next to the Fairacres Retail Park)

01235 254444

abingdon@anytimefitness.co.uk

Anytime Fitness Abingdon

Discover the gym that’s just right for you, your lifestyle and your goals. Go online to see 
everything we offer and join today or contact a member of our friendly team to find out more.

www.anytimefitness.co.uk

LIAM SPEAR PHOTOGRAPHY ©  

This female fronted function band from Oxfordshire are currently studying at BIMM Bristol.   
Two of the members, Addy and George Walters, are from Abingdon and attended John Mason 
School. The Publix have been busy playing gigs up and down the country, bringing something     
special to every event. Their shows consist of hits from classics such as Blondie, Bryan Adams, 
Queen, The Police as well as modern hits from Taylor Swift, Kaiser Chiefs to name a few! 
 

Contact The Publix for a quote for your event! 
 

For more information check out... 

/thepublixband 

@OfficialPublix 

The Publix 

@thepublixband 

thepublixband@gmail.com 

07455797477 

/thepublix 
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We are pleased to welcome Tina Barrett, Jo 
O'Meara and Bradley Mcintosh, formerly of the 
pop group S Club 7, to Abingdon. Tina, Jo and 
Bradley shot to fame in 1999 with band mates 
Hannah Spearritt, Rachel Stevens, Jon Lee & 
Paul Cattermole. Their hit TV series Miami 7 
saw them fly off to America in search of fame 
and fortune. During the series, in June 1999, 
they released their debut single Bring it all Back, 
which shot to number 1 in the UK singles chart. 
Their debut album was released shortly after 
and spent almost a year in the charts. 

The next 4 years saw them star in 3 further TV 
series, release 10 top 10 singles, including 3 
more number 1's, release 4 more albums, star 
in their own movie, Seeing Double, and take 
part in 3 sell out arena tours. 

S Club 7 are proud to have supported BBC 
Children in Need by releasing 2 singles in aid 
of the Charity. “Never had a dream come true” 
was released in 2000, then in 2001 “Have you 
ever” was released. Both hit number 1 in the 
Charts. S Club have also worked with the WWF 
in helping to promote the work that they do. This 
included a TV series following them around to 
visit endangered animals. 

Sadly, in 2003 the members of S Club decided 
to go their separate ways, but in 2015 reunited 
for the “Bring it all back” arena tour. Despite 12 
years having passed since the split, they still 
managed a sell-out tour around the country. 

Get creative and join Smeg, Abingdon 
School’s Wabi Sabi and Santas little helpers 
at our free festive decorating workshop 
located in Abingdon market square.

Christm
as

Christm
as

Christm
as

 Abingdon           
        

        
 Extravaganza

Tina Barrett

Jo O’Meara

Bradley Mcintosh
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FREE PARKING
Saturday 26th November 2016
All day in all council car parks

Wishing you a very
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year!

From all of  us at Martin Jamieson Motor Repairs

Telephone: 01235 527700

All the team wishes everyone in and around Abingdon 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Proud to sponsor the Abingdon 
Christmas Extravaganza

01235 535454  |  abingdon@finderskeepers.co.uk
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Christmas
Extravaganza

SATURDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 2016 
Our Christmas Market will be located in Bath Street, from 9am – 4pm. There will be 

entertainment throughout the day with various local charities, community groups and 
traders. Island Farm donkey sanctuary join us here as well. 

The parade will leave Queen Street at 12 noon, then travel along Stert Street,  
East St Helen Street, Lombard Street, West St Helen Street and back along High Street.  

It will then turn onto the Market Place in front of NatWest bank. 

After the parade, you can meet Father Christmas on the Market Place  
while enjoying the musical entertainment throughout the afternoon. 

The Rotary Club of Abingdon will again be providing mulled wine and mince pies on the 
Market Place throughout The Extravaganza. This will be the fifth year that they have  

brought their ‘essential service’ to this popular event. 

This year, at 17:00 we are proud to be joined by Tina, Jo and Bradley from S Club 7,  
who will perform a selection of their hits, then join a lucky competition winner  

to switch on the Christmas lights. 

The Christmas lights will be switched on at 18:00 followed by  
a fantastic firework display courtesy of Mays Properties. 

Don't forget to visit our sponsors’ stands on the Market Place,  
without whom none of this would be possible. 

For up to date information please visit www.abingdonchamber.co.uk and follow and like us 
on Facebook www.facebook.com/abingdonxmas or @abingdonxmas on Twitter. 

On the day, various information can be found in the Community Free Space in  
Bury Street. The Red Cross will be based here throughout the day providing medical care 

and also promoting the essential services that they offer. 

Outside the Community Free Space, you will find a circus workshop during the morning, 
then Punch & Judy will make 3 appearances during the afternoon. 

 
*All information is correct at the time of going to print.  

The Abingdon on Thames Chamber of Commerce accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the information  
supplied by third parties. 

MARKET PLACE  
10:30 Abingdon Traditional Morris Dancers  

11:15 Strawberry Fayre Majorettes  
12:00 Parade  

12:30 Oxford Caledonian Pipe & Drum Band  
13:00 Abingdon Judo  

13:30 Ashnah  
14:00 Abingdon Stagecoach  
14:30 Competition Winners  

15:00 Emma McGann  
15:45 Sophie Elise  

16:15 Publix  
17:00 S Club  

18:00 The big switch on, followed by fireworks 

BATH STREET  
09:00 – 16:00 Christmas Market  

12:30 Strawberry Fayre Majorettes  
13:00 Abingdon Traditional Morris Dancers  
14:00 Abingdon Traditional Morris Dancers  

14:30 Ashnah  
15:00 Abingdon Stagecoach  

15:30 Abingdon Traditional Morris Dancers 

COMMUNITY FREE SPACE  
09:00 – 12:00 Circus Workshop  

13:00 Punch & Judy  
14:00 Punch & Judy  
15:00 Punch & Judy 

None of this could be possible without  
The Extravaganza Committee, Mays Properties, The Crown & Thistle, Smeg,  

Wenn Townsend, Finders Keepers, Anytime Fitness & Utopia. 
*All information is correct at the time of going to print.  

The Abingdon on Thames Chamber of Commerce accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the information 
supplied by third parties.
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CLIENT SUPPORT

AUDIT

ACCOUNTANCY

CHARITIES

COMPANY SECRETARIAL

CONSULTANCY

FINANCIAL PLANNING

FORENSIC ACCOUNTING

MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS

PAYROLL

TAXATION

TRUSTS

ABINGDON
10 Broad Street, Abingdon OX14 3LH

Tel . 01235 548700 
email . abingdon@wenntownsend.co.uk  

www.wenntownsend .co .uk

Wenn Townsend A4 Ad ver2_Layout 1  01/04/2014  09:52  Page 1

You may not realise that Abingdon is one of many Fair Trade towns 
across the country, and the world. To be recognised as a Fair Trade 
Town is a significant status and requires a level of commitment by 
many businesses and the Councils, to both acquire and keep. The 
Chamber of Commerce was the major player in making this come 
about and today is still a major player, along with other organisations 
in the town, particularly the churches, the schools & the Carbon 
Cutters, in ensuring that we take pride in abiding by the principles  
of Fair Trade.
By buying a Fair Trade product, you are ensuring that the producers are paid a fair price 
for their products. Many Fair Trade items, such as bananas and chocolate, originate from 
foreign countries. But it is important to remember that these products are available locally, 
from many independent retailers here in Abingdon. As you walk around the town in the lead 
up to Christmas you will find that many of our retailers and caterers stock and serve Fair 
Trade goods and products. It is no longer the case that only chocolate, coffee and bananas 
are fair trade marked, you can now find almost everything from cosmetics to children's toys, 
clothing and jewellery, to your favourite wines, all with this worthwhile trading principle. You 
can find out more about Fair Trade in Abingdon by visiting www.abingdonchamber.co.uk. We 
will also have information available at the Extravaganza in the Community Free Space, and 
at the Local Excellence Markets throughout 2017. 

St Etherwold’s House
East St Helen Street

26th November 10:30-16:30
Fair Trade & Craft Fair

We are supported by Abingdon's Oxfam Shop, as well as by other local 
charities and crafts people, and we offer delicious refreshments by the 

fireside in a beautifully festive old House.
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Recycloanalyst

recycloanalyst@hotmail.com

Abingdon on Thames Chamber of Commerce

 

 

 

Abingdon Country Market began trading in the town over 65 years ago, originally as W.I. 
Market. It traded originally weekly, then monthly,  and latterly in the Market of 
Excellence quarterly. Beginning on Heritage Day this year  we have had a new monthly 
market on the 2nd Saturday of each month,  from 10 until 1230  in the Oxford County 
Coucils Daytime Support Centre in The Charter. Our usual range of of preserves, cakes, 
savouries,local honey, vegetables in season, and crafts have been available. Special orders  
for special occasions can be ordered from us. 
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Stained Glass Windows  
Commissions & Repairs  

Kiln Formed Glass 
Advice & Quotes Freely Given 

Oxford (01865) 739675 
e-mail: workshop@designs-in-glass.co.uk 

www.designs-in-glass.co.uk 
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CS Curtains & Interiors
Quality curtains and blinds

 •  C R E A T I V E  R A N G E  O F  D E S I G N S 

•  T R A D I T I O N A L L Y  M A D E  T O  M E A S U R E  C U R T A I N S  A N D  B L I N D S 

•  S T U N N I N G  S E L E C T I O N  O F  F A B R I C S ,  P O L E S  A N D  T R A C K S  

•  B L I N D S  -  ROMAN,  ROLLER ,  WOODEN AND VERT ICAL 

•  P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E  - P R O F E S S I O N A L  F I T T I N G 

Contact - Carol Stamp
01235 521533  • 07817 458639

carol@cscurtainsandinter iors.co.uk
www.cscurtainsandinter iors.co.uk

Why not let us fill your freezer

www.janeskitchenfood.co.uk
All meals are prepared and cooked 
in my kitchen using locally sourced 

ingredients as much as possible

• Cheese boards made up

• Food hampers made up

• Panettones, pandoras &  
Portugese Christmas Cakes all available

• Good range of Sherries, table wines and sparkling 

14-16 Stert St. Abingdon - 01235 537405

 

Abingdon's Local Excellence Markets 
are back in 2017, along with our 
NEW Local Excellence Craft Markets. 
The markets are now in their eighth 
year and are run by the Abingdon on 
Thames Chamber of Commerce.

Each market brings together a variety 
of goods which are locally produced, 
crafted or available from a local 
independent retailer. 

Some of our traders are unique in 
their field, many are using the markets 
to try out their ideas, to see if there 
is a market for their wares before 
maybe establishing themselves with 
a permanent retail store, and all are 
brought together onto our wonderful 
Market Place.

For 2017 we are launching our new 
craft markets, the first in June, then 
a special Christmas craft market 
in December. Live music and craft 
demonstrations are amongst the 

attractions, along with the markets, 
and these, with the County Hall as 
our backdrop, all add to the overall 
atmosphere. 

So do come on down and join us during 
2017 to see what these traders have 
available for you. You can also find out 
more information at: 
www.abingdonchamber.co.uk 
like our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/localexcellence  
or follow us on Twitter: 
@abingdonle  
where more information will be 
available prior to each market. 

Local Excellence Markets  
29th April • 29th July 

30th September • 25th November 

Craft Markets  
9th June • 9th December 

Paul Townsend 
Market Manager 
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Over 500 reviews on

From a simple door swap to
a complete kitchen
Dream Doors can help you 
get the kitchen you dream
of in less time, for less cost 
and with less hassle!

•  Fitted kitchens or replacement doors
•  Huge choice of worktops, sinks, taps & appliances
•  Free planning & design service 
•  Neff 5* MasterPartner 

Visit our Showroom: 28 Stert Street, Abingdon,
Oxfordshire OX14 3JP
www.dreamdoors.co.uk

Call Elaine for your FREE Estimate on 01235 350123

CHRISTMAS 
BAZAAR 

Northcourt Centre,  
Northcourt Road, 

Abingdon 

Oxford & District 
Cats Protection 

Saturday  
3rd December 
2:00 – 4:00pm 

entrance 50p or a  
tin of cat food 

CHRISTMAS 
CRAFT 

MARKET
Saturday 3rd December

9am – 3pm
Market Place

Local craftmakers showcase  
and sell their high-quality, 
handmade crafts, including 

jewellery, woodturned items, 
textiles, leather goods, preserves, 

cakes, photography,  
and glass items.
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The Abingdon on Thames Chamber of Commerce have  
a number of gazebos, with weights, available to hire. 

These are available to everyone, with a discount for  
charities and community groups.

Many independent “one man” businesses have used these  
at our markets, as it is an easy, affordable hire,  

rather than an expensive purchase.

Other hirers this year have included the Abingdon Food Festival, 
Heritage Weekend and many local charities  

with stands on the Market Place.

For more information please email: 
events@abingdonchamber.co.uk 

 

 

 

wishing you a very merry 
Christmas from  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 mostly books, 36 Stert Street, Abingdon OX14 3JP 

Search "mostly books" or find us on Facebook 
01235 525880 - books@mostly-books.co.uk 

 
 

 hand-picked selection of the best 
reads and best books for gifts 

 books to delight all the family 
 a quality range of gifts and cards 
 friendly and helpful advice all 

year round 
Make 2017 a year of bookish delights for a 

family member - anywhere in the world! 
Discover our 'Books Throughout the Year' - 

the gift that lasts beyond Christmas! 

visit us at 36 Stert Street 
  

 

mostly books 
 
 
 

BE
GOOD
AT
BEING
YOURSELF

Creative Courage For Life
™

®

www.stagecoach.co.uk/abingdon 

abingdon@stagecoach.co.uk

Tel: 01865 390970

Unlock your child’s 
potential with Stagecoach 
Performing Arts

Singing, dancing and acting classes for 
4 - 18 year olds, where students learn to 
embrace life with creativity and courage

Find out more today:
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Christmas Crafts for Kids
Saturday, 3rd December, 10:30am-3:00pm

Free Kids Craft Workshop
Craft your own colourful and fancy decorations for your home with 
help from our fantastic workshop team! Don’t forget to see if you 

strike it lucky with the lucky-dip before you go! 
This is a drop-in session, booking is not required.

All ages welcome
Kempster Room - Museum Basement next to Mouse Hole Cafe

Facilities: Cafe, baby changing, w/c and disabled w/c.  
Lift currently out of order, we apologise for any inconvenience  

this may cause.

SPECIAL OFFER: 
Free mince pie with any hot drink at the Mouse Hole Cafe. 

3 December Only.

• Cheese boards made up

• Food hampers made up

• Panettones, pandoras &  
Portugese Christmas Cakes all available

• Good range of Sherries, table wines and sparkling 

14-16 Stert St. Abingdon - 01235 537405
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2017 Events
7th April Mayor's Ball

9th April Spring Cycle Festival
29th April Local Excellence Market

14th May Abingdon Air & Country Show 
www.abingdonairandcountry.co.uk

10th June Craft Market
17th June Election of Mayor of Ock Street 

29th July Local Excellence Market
September Dragon Boat Races

10th & 11th September Heritage Weekend
30th September Local Excellence Market

8th October Fair Sunday Service
9th & 10th October Michaelmas Fair

16th October Runaway Fair
25th November Local Excellence Market

9th December Christmas Craft Market
Every Monday  Charter Market
2nd Saturday of every month  
Country Market,The Charter
3rd Friday of every month 

Farmers Market

Join us for a fun filled Extravaganza on 
2nd December 2017
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The Abingdon Christmas Extravaganza is only possible with the help of our sponsors  
& many organisations. Our volunteers start planning this event over a year in advance. 

Extravaganza Committee:  
Paul Townsend, Petra Townsend, Michael John, Angela John, Callum John,  

Jill Carver, Paul Viney, Stuart Bates, Carol Ross. 
Firework sponsors:  

Mays Properties 
Main Sponsors: 

 The Crown & Thistle hotel, Wenn Townsend, Smeg,  
Finders Keepers, Anytime Fitness, Utopia, 

Fireworks: 
Illusion Fireworks 

Master of Ceremonies: 

 
Duncan Brown

Medical:  
British Red Cross 

Security:  
Galaxytech Security Services Ltd 

Marshalls:  
Abingdon on Thames Chamber of Commerce, Abingdon & Witney College,  

Abingdon on Thames Town Council 
Posters & Brochure: 

Pictures by Paul Viney Photography, Printed by Leachprint
Safety Barriers: 

Didcot Plant Hire 
Stage: 

Origin Technical Productions
PA Equipment: 

We would like to thank South & Vale District Council  
for a grant to purchase new PA equipment and lighting.

“ My husband and I found that 
the Allen and Harris team have 
been very efficient, professional 
and helpful. On the ‘Open Day’ 

they secured a buyer within 
days for us. We would highly 

recommend them.”
Abingdon 
01235 553777
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